
TO. THE LORDS· Sl'TRrnJAL ANDTErvif;(Ji{!\L;t,,~r)Tm.; .•...

(jO.M~VIONSoi;'i'Hgpi\R[;IAMENT·OF C;HMTr;l~nAIN,

My Lordsand Gentlemen, ...•........> > < .•.... . ...• .. . .

Permit me; with the greatest deferenceand respect, toJay at your feet
the followinggenuine Nai;rative;theclliefdesignof whichis to excite
inyolirauglist. assemblies a senScofcofl1passlonfoLlhemiseries
which theSlave-Tradehas entailed.··.on.niy~nfortunate countrymen.
Bythehorrors .cf.thattrade •.was.I .first.toi'rIHwavfromalI the ..tender
c~nnexions that were ·naturallyc1ear (0111yh{:,artbtit these,through
the mysterious ways of Providence. I ought to regard as inIinitely .
more thancorupensated bytheintroduction .Iha\lethenccohfalI1edto .
the kJ1()\vledge .of the Chdsrlan· religion, a11ddfanatioll\vhich,by its
llberal. sentimeills,ilshumanity,.theglodouS freedonl0fits govern-
ment, and its ...proficiency in .arts and sciences; has exalted the dignity
of human nature~ -:.,'. . ...•. .....•......•..•..•..........'. . .>i . .......•...............

ram sensible I 'ought to entreat.yourpardon foraddressing to ydu a. .
workso.whollydevoid o11iteratyrnerit;btJ1~. as.the productlo110t3J.l.
unlettered African. who is actl1atedbYlheh(jp~ofb&otnijrgan instru;
·ment towards the h:~liefofrus.sufferingc61IntrYInei1,rt:iu$ttbtsttcJta
mati, pleading' insucha .Gatlse,1"ciU b~acqujftec1()f.boldness and.pre-
sumption ..•.·. . •... .' .. . ·\ ....•...•i/ii ..·····.··.·.···i>··· ··.· ii ? .

.l'vfay·the God.of: heaveninspireycur. hearls··\vith peculial'·.oenevti-·
lence .on that important day when .thequesrJoflofAbolitioli is to be

. discussed.cwhenthousands'.fn consequence-of your. Determinatiou;
<keto look.fcr.Happitiessor Miseryl. .. . ..

I amMv.Lordsand Gentlemen .':
Your n:1~st-ohcdiei1t.· .. . '.
And devoted humble.Servant,

.. .

•·Union~Stree{Mm'y-le~bolle.
March 24;1789;

. .

OLAUDAHEQUi!\i\JO -.
. .. ·.01'

...GUS-CAYUSVASSA.

Noie: ThefdlJc;,drig· textlnai;\i~ln'" the sometimes antiquau,uand i;·j·;'.gul<lTspellillgof
. Ihei7S9 ediliun.· . ... .
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turn. :11"0111 with: disgust, andt<)chargE~the writ('f\vith. inlpertincIK.e:
'p(~ople'gellel'ally think-those' .rucmoirs ..onl)rworthy toht~. H'':!d.···or
rememberedwhich. aboundin ,~n~i\Lor .stdldn,§{eVerlts; tho~e~.in short;
which. ina high··degTet~exdt0dthei· udlniratiollorpily:.all()thE!l'sthei·
cOlisign.to.conternptnud. oblivio n.,. It.ls therefore, ..I •.confess, not.a.little.·
hazardous in a private and< obscure h1cHvidual.and astranger t(j(J, tllllS
tosoliclt tht;;" indulgen t.attentlon .of the.pu bUe; cBpJdally w!Hhll own .

•.offer here the history o(ndthci: a salht',R 11er(;,ri(}1'~tJrratlL I believe
there are fc\veventsinmy life,.vvhich havenothappened to many; .it is
true thcjnddents of it .are tHllnerous;.and,.· did 1 ('onskltwlnys(~lfan
l~\trop~;(m,I mightsayrny.· sufiering'Bwerc ·gn:~at:but\vhen .1·compare.
J !'iy.l(Jtwitlrthatiof·mos!:ofnw;countl;Yrneil,Ircgm·dmy\,;elf asa pa¥.··
ticula» jav(ntrite ..·.of.Heaueu, .and ack(iowledge~.hf}.nl(·rci(~s·.of. Provl-
.dence in. every occurr<:'nce ..o(Juy life.Jfthenthe.f()lhJ\yingnarnitive··
.'<10<:8'(l.ot. appear suff cientlyin t(!rc::>tingt Cl·.enga~it;g(!l1eFarauentio u, .•J e1
my motive: be.SOll1ee>::Cllse .for .il~".plJbJication.I anl>llht so. fo()lishly .'

. vain HS toexpectfrom iteitherimnlortalitY or lifeniryrc!)ut<ltiqr{lfit

. afford!':' a oy satisfaction ..•to i11Y.11tnnero lIS Jriends, Ht;\vho$(jl'l;Q l1f:\~t.it: .'
has been written, .''otilt tbe~malI(~st.de,gTee•...prOl#()t(~S.JJli;! i11t<·t~(Jstsof.
hurnanity,. the. ends: ••for •.\"'11it~tliit.WctS·.l!11(re.rtal<·t;pWiJll)q1~lll' att<tilled, .'.
and everywish o{my.l)!:wrtgratUie.d,Letittheref()l'cbe .rt;\!nerri b("red,'
th11t,in wish ing to itvQidi(~ehsil1~e.. [(k)rt6Iasph~.et<rpi-ai~(~;\.·.·.· ••..=.

. That: j)ai-i. of AfriCa;knowilbytllellartlcof.c;uirt()a. to.'vh ich . the
'1t~<~def{)t:·sl~n;es·is carried. on,extcnds:,ilong>the. coasr' above. :3400
rnile~,.th)ln.·n;eSellegaJtoAngOlai andinclud{;savariety ofldng(loins.
Oftl'lese the.mosj considerable is the kingdomot Benin,' bodtas .{o·
ex.tel.ll: and wealth: the richness and·'cultivation oCthe R()il, thi~t)owf'r()f'
it~ king, and thenumber and ~v~\dikedisposIti{)n(~f t.l1eifihabil~lIlt:s:· tr
is sitliille,d.liearlyunclerthc Ii.ne,'l and ..0xt(~rlds<lI(H1gtht>•.c\ms(.aboui ....
170 miles; but runsbacl~int()jhe lilteriorparto.fAfrka to. a distallce '.
·hithei:toI·. believe .,uoex:plored •.by··HI.ly·.·.travel let; and seems qnly ··terlni~
nated' at ·.lengthby the empire of Abyssinia,. neaJ't!500miles Ib)rn>it:~· .

..begim11ng; Thi~>kingdolili.s divided injo.manyprovlnccsor districts:
in .·011t~ .of themost-remote. aI1cl.·.f:ertiiC:'·oLwhich)call~~dEboe;:'(wa:s.··
.born, illth€~y~al' 1745, in. acl1arming frtlit.hr1.v,d~;,nallle(ll';s:;ak'l" ..'['he
distanc(~orthis.pr()vince.ft'()nlj.he,·,·c(,lpihll of Benin. arid, theseaco.ast>

.'" " " .. , . , ,', .
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must h(, \If'!"V ronslderablo: for l had never heard of white men or
LurolWatlQ, 111)1" of I1w sea: and our subjection Lo tho king nf Benin was
JiUlI' 1l1Ort' than nominal, for every transaction or the government, as
far as my s!cl\(I('rohservatloll('xtendr~d, was conducted by tht- chids
1)1" dd('r~ Dr Ilw place, The manners and i~!lvci'nnwnlof a p('opl(' who
lww lillie cotnJllt'I'('C with other \:()Ill!tl'k~ ur« g'vnerall)[ wry simple:
and tll(, history of what pas~~'s ill Ol\l' f,llllily or village 1l1<lY serve as a
:lPI'riIllCIJ of it nation. \\I}Y Iather was 011(' oi' 1'11OSI\ elders or chiefs r
1/(1\1(' SPOk(,ll of, and was-styled !';lli/)n:ndH:;1 a 1<:1'11\, as I rcmcurber,
importing t1w hign(~sL distinction. and !'\i,tt;nifying in ()111' language <I
marl: of gTan(kUL This mark it< conferred nn the person entitled to it,
hy ('ullil1!~ llll: skiu across ill th<' top of Ill(> foI'('!wwl, and drmvinp; if
dO\',11 to ill(' eye-brows: and whik- it is in this situation (l[)p'iyitll-.( H
warm 11.<I1l(/, ;tud rubbiuz it until it shrinks up iuto a thick weal across
lilt' lowerpart (If tile ((11'('1'1('11((. Most of 11\(,judges and .senators wor«
lhus 11Iark('d, my faflwr had lUll,!!,' born it: 1 had seen it conferred 011
lint' of my brothers, and I W;IS also destined 10 n'(.'ciYc it by my pan-uts.
Thos« Embrruclu-, or chief lJu-n, d('cil.l<'d disIlUl('s and puuisht«]
crinus: tor which purpose Uw), always a~,st:mblcd (ogeliwr, The pro-
<:cc(llngs W('r(' ,tWrt('raily short: and in IllOstcases l1w law or 1'('talilltiol1
prevaik-rl. ] re-me-mber a man was brought 1)('[C1r(, myfather, and Ill('
oth.-r jU(jg<'s, for kidnll]Jpill,Q' a boy: and. ,llihough he was 111(' son or a
(hid' or senator, 11(' was (olldcl1l11Vd to mal«: reconux-nse by a man or
WOIll,1Il slaw', Adui(ery,. however, was sometimes punished with
slawry 01' ill'allt a punishment which J bdievt'~ is inflicted Oil it
lhrl1ugllOul most of the nations or Africa:" ~(l sacred among them is
lilt' lJ(1l11JUI' or the marriage bed, and so jealolls are they of the rirlr-lity
of their wives, Of this I recolk-ct all instlll.1Cl':-a woman was con-
victr-d bclor« Ih~~.iu<.Ig('~of adultery, and dolivcrcr] over, as the custom
was, to her husband to be punished. Ik<':ol'ding!yhe determined to ]lat
her 10 death: hut il heing found, just hdnre her execution. Ih.<l1 shr-

"lhv (ltho plll·at<\, i~/I({ri('hi rd"T~ 1\, this ~('lII'rilJJ:(I( till' (11('(;, find lIIf{buriclii, whkl1
Equi;uJI' I'('uckr~ ;1;'>.('/illil'filrh'.',lrlt'!lI'''' "11)('1\ who blmr ",udl ~,'ar~;' (WI\l l\i(' wonl idn'
for ('1'0',1'11,(CHlllI.'rh1J'~Oili:xujtt}\rhnlollll, 71w Iglw Roots o/OIulIIlali Fqi1i1l1l0: An Autlm»
j)(l/o,J!h'aIRl'sl'J1rr/1 !(hwl'l'i,Nig<'l'iu:)\fa l'lIblk:lliIJJI~, lnr;nj, W··12, ::~l-':;().)

'S"l' 11"I,I(';/,('8 "i\C('\)\l\llO((iuilica," lilroup;IIOUL !Fql!ian(J'~ note.] L\IIt1H,ny Ikll('Z\'1
(1.';ti" 17r;·fl. (I I 'hilad"'phia (illaj;pr, wrot.- SII1I1I' l-ii,/(iI'jm/ :ki'{)(Ii/1 rd't;lIiilNl: Tt$siluo-
tion, 1'((Idll(,(, and the K,I'I/('I'(tl di,Pflsitilill 0/ its inhohitants wilil (VI iilljl!i;-), into liI(! risr
and I"'II/Vl's," I~( 1//1" SII,'VI' Trade us IW/II !,,' (/1/(/ laINCI/,tuMe ('f/ee/s (J no alii! other Illll j.
·,,\av.,!'Ytract" nl'Ilt'1.I'{ <tl~o(ntindcd a (n'l.' ~ch.ll\li for llhJ(:l(~ in J'hilnd,'lphi:t.

1'I>I,Ji1\II',I, CII:\l"'I'1':1I1 4£')
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had all inlant at hr-r bITHSl; and no woman !wing' prevailed 011 to PI't'·
form tho part of a llUI'S0, sh« was :-;P;\1'(><1on account or t lie child, Tho
men, however, do not preserve the same constancy 10 their wives,
which they \'xped. from them: for (hey indlllgi.' in H plll)'ality) t h()l.Ig-1!
seldom ill more thantwo. Their mock of marriage i:,; thus.e--bnth par
tics an,' l1sll<lIly betrothed when YOllng by their parents, (though I
haw known 11w males to lwi'\'olll Ihorusclves). On this occasion a r('asl
is prepared, alld the bride ami bri(i<'groolll stand tIp in Ule nlidSl or "n
their friends, who arc usseniblcd Ior the purpose, while 11<'d('d,wt's
she istlu-nccforth to be lookr-d upon <t!4 his wife, and rhatno 0111('1'

ucrsou is to pay any addresses 10 her, This is alsounnu-diatr-ly pro-
claimed ill the vicinity, (ill which !II<' brick retires from th« assl.'lllbly.
SOIlW lim« alter she is hrouaht hoino 10 her 11IlsbwHI, Hnrl tln-n all ..

0111('1' feast is made, to which 1111.: relations of both partie« aro inviu-d:
her parents then deliver 1H't' to the bridegroom, aC(:(Hnpani('d with a
number of bk'ssing:,:, awl HI the sametime Ihey Li(' rourul 1'1<'1'waist II

.ottnn string Ilf [he thickness of a g'oos('-quiil, which none bitt Ilwrrkd
wouun are permitted to wear: she is now cousideri-d as curnph-lely
hi.s wili:; and at this timethe dowryis give I! torhc t1<JW 111.fIlTk'([ pair,
whh:h 1.{('lwrnl1y consists of portions of land, slaves, and. ('aUk, house-
hold goods, and implements of husbandry Thnsean' olfcn'd by the
Irionrls of bOlh parties: b('~ill<.:Swhich the parents of the hri<ieAl'Uoll'l
prl'sent.,t;i!ls to those of the bride, whos« prop-rlv she is lookt-d upon
b("I~)J'('rnarriagc; but after it she is esteemed tll<' :,;otu properly or 11<'1'
husband, The ceremony being now onrkxl the fcstivalbc:gill.s, which is
celebrated 'witlrboufirr-s, and I()llll flccln!1lalioll:, or joy, ac('!.mlJlHllkd
with music and rlancinz,

"VI' i1n.' almost a nation of dancers, musicians, and pods, Thus ('wry
great ovrut, such-as a triumphant return from battle, or oth.-r CHlI"C of
publk rejoicing.is.celebrated in public dances, which are aC'l'OlilP,Hlit'd
with s()n!~~tine! tnllSic 'i:!!iled to tlw occasionThe a,,:wtnbly b !-l('P:I-

rated lnto four divisions, which dance (\itlll,'l" apart or in succession,
and each with a character Iw('ujiar 10 ilsl.'lL The Iirst division ('(jnUtill~
the married 1.I1e11, who ill their dances lrvqueutly exhibit il~als uf arms,
and the representation of a hHtHc:, To Iht!;.\(' succeed (]w uuuricrl
wouu-n, who dance in the second division. The yOll!lg' men Ol'CliPY the
third: and the maidens the fourth. Eacli reprcsonts some jl1ten'~\in,l.(
scene of real life, such as a great achk-vomcnt, domestic r-mployment,
a pathetic "tory or sornc rural sport; and a:-: t]IC subject is g:c'l)(;rally
founded on some recent event. it is tIH'I'I'fore ('vcr new, This gi.vus our
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wine, This is g!)Uen:fronlatrcc·oi that nameb~tappiilg it at d11:ltOP,
and 'fasteningalargeg(iurc1toit:: and somerimes.one tree will yield
threeor.four gallons in a llight.Whenjust··.dn~\Vn. it.isof' a !llostcleU·

·cioussweetnesscbut ina' few days. ita~;quh:€!sAtartishandnIQrespjrl·
tuous flavour: though 1 never saw any one·inloxie(\fedhyit. The. same
tree·also.produces:nnts·. and oltOur pt:incipalluxuryisinperlt.lmes;
cne.sort of these is an, odoriferollsvvood.o:f deliciousfragh:H1C(~::tlic
other a kind of earth: a sri:lallporiiotl ()fwhkh' thrown Jntothc.fire

·diffuseaamost. p(wverfu16dolli',!lW<i bcatthls wood into powder,
·and mix it with. palm.oil; with which both men and women.perfume .themselves," . . . . ' ' "....•.•............. ..' .'

, .tti'Ourb~li1dh1gSwe.sttldy>(:onvenicnce rather.lha:norliament Each
111HsteroCa (alnilY··has aJargE~ sqwlre ..·pit~ceofgrollnd;SiJrr(Jl(nded
withamoat •.ot.fen,:e,.or -,enc!()sl:'d',vitil.·.a·.viraJlimade·.ofr{~d.earth.telnc
pered;whi(~h,. \Vhetldty, ..is''as hard (Is.briel<.W ~t:hinthlsari:~·hi 8•.Iiouses

·t~)acconlmodate hisfa~nily and ..slaves;\vhich, .ifnumchlus; .frequently
present the appearance ora village;ln the. middle stands the prilJc:ipt\l
.buHditlg,. appropriatedt(Jtho.sok.nse. ofthe inasCet;.·and C()l;s]~tingof .

· two ~\P<lrtl):1ents;jllo1ieofwhkhh~~sitH illthc claywith his family, th~~'"
otherisleftaI)al'rf(jrtherl~reptiOll of.l1isfriends>He. has besidesthl;is:f;~

'. it distinct. aj)at;trnclltinwhichhesleeps;tQ:getb.ei·wi1:l1hislnitlechil~:··":'.'
.'.•.'dren: on..each sidearethe<lpartnlellt+q(his\ViV(~#,~Yl)qhctVeal:;o·.·.

thejr separate. day andnighth()!Ji\C~;'I'h(.~htlbitati(llIS()rlheSlij\l~sand .
their. families .are dlstl'ibutedthl'Ollghwltthci;h;\st ••..ofthe .••e,ncl()ilure.
These houses.' never exceed()ne~tQryhlh.E:jght:th(~yar(\·ahvaY$·.bullt

..of wood, or stakes '•.drivenInto tl1Cgf(.llUld; cnJ~sed w1tliwiittles; and.'

. neatly.plasteredwithjn, .andiilhi>Ilt..·The ..toofisthatched wlth.rceds.
.Our daY~hou$~sare left open a.tthi:rsicJes; biit those Inwhichw« sleep.

. .are always covered; and plastered in thc.Insidc.. with . fl. composi thin ....
'.rriix~dwith~6W-dl1ng,t(}keepol1 the djffere1Jt'insect~,\vhi<:h annoy"
nSdLlr1ng· the ri.ightThe .wallsand.tloors .also ofthcsearegenti<llly

.cC)vel~ed.with 111at~kOur beds consist-of i pl~itf6rin.ndsed three or.four .
··.feetJronl the •.gl'ound;oHwhicllal'elalxlsklil$, illlddiffcrenl:.parts dftf

··spungytreecalled ..plaintain .....Ou [c(JvQringisC<.l!ico or irll!slin,the
':. . ,:,' " ,:' ..... ,' .'.

°Whenllvas in Srnyrnal . . .sarmLkindoft:at:th," and hn HII!,htSOfl1t'(if it-with
ttltl. to·England; it. resemblesmask in stl~eii!;lh,but ls li;()r(~ddld6tli; inscerit, and is not
uillikethe smelloi arose,[E1luiano'l>no[e.L<:: •..•. .'. . . ." .....•.. ...•..•.•.•..•
. "'Ei1Himi()rnay be (mMllsiilg [WOdiffel'ent kinds tlf perfume used by. the l.qho. Uliig?l- .. '

ihi is 11fruit thatresembles a piece of \v{;iid aridproduces' a fl;agrtuiee when burned. <
. Uliie.(iJ:·{'mnwo()Cl. wasground to <l powder. mixed with oil, lb(;ti spreadonthe skill; .•....

.... tAchoioiiu. Jgli(l j?oots,21:)' .'. . . . . .. ' .. .
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same-as our dress, The llsuats~~ats.al'e.af('\,ylogs of wood; butwe have.:
..benches: Which are generaUyperfurnecl,luaCC0111l1lQdatestning(:rs:
the~!~col1rpose the greater pcit+ of cur household furniture. Housesso •.
constI'lictccl •.an(ll1,u·nishedreqUire,.builittlt~Skill.,.t()· erect them. ..r':VCl"Y ,
man ... a. !\uftkient architect. 1'01'.th(\ ptlrpo:le.Thewhole neigll!,i:nlr-
hood afford tlieirunanimous assistance in buildim; thern and in return
rec:~ivl,',~lndexpect no.other recompense than .a f~;ast .-. •....., ,.....,.. . . ,.
, ' ...Asw(" Hv(~iria.country.where nature is prod ig-aLoJ' her.favours: OtH'
w(\JHs,areIew and easily supplied; of course .we.have few jt1arU\j',H:-
tl!n~$'.They' consistIor the most part 0 f 'calicoes, •.earthemwarc, (lena-
ments, Hnd.lnstrumctlrs ·ofwar'and husbandry." But-these make no
part. of ourcotnmerce,theprindpal articles o[whiclJ,<it, .r ",have '.,

..ob~~Jtv(~d,m:(~provisions. In sllclJasl'ate money is.ofllttlc.use; how-
,evciF~'<;·h'IVC·.H()111eSll1aUpiecesiof~Qin,·' ..i(1.n1.iJY·.call them ..such. .They
arenHltl~$(Jll1Qthill~nketlnanch~)t:l)utld()notiremenlbel' either '
theil·yH'lU(i.·.•ol·.dcnot~lirl(1tirJn.\VGhave ••.•.•~lJS(l.lnarkets,.·.at.which •..r have
•b~~(1trfn~q\.lclltlywitl1nlYi11()ih~r.Th,0se.:ar(:.s(lmE:tirnesvisited by stou t·
nl(L!iogi)ny~cololI1;~d·rnel1£roirithesollth west of lJs:we call them Oy<::-
g1}oe/"wliich:.tortllsrgIlifiCS!"Cd.·.ltle:.tt.·UVi ng ·at·a «Hstance. Th\W gerier"
al1ybr'lnp,' tis firearins, .•gunpo,<'V·der,hats, beads, and dried fish, The leis!
weesteeln(:~(l. a great rarity,as·. ourwaters were. only bl'()()ks and
spdn~t8; These ankles they barter with usIor odoriferous woods and ..

. earth; -and-our ~alt o(\vood,ishes, Th(~y always>cany slaves through
our .land; bot. the;' strictest account isexactedvof their inanncr of·
IJ(()Cllrlng· tticm,bef(}l'cthey·. are.sulfered. to pass;Sometimcs indeed.
we soklelaves to them,' but they wereunlypdsoneYs of.war, -.or.sucb
among usas.had been convicted of kidnappingj or adultery; andsome
other crimes, which we esteemed heinous.Tl' is practlce.of kidnapping ..

. induces.me to thir\lt,that, notwithstanding all our strictness, their pt:hl~'
dpfll·.•·btl$ln(:~ss.among uswasto tt'(~panl<i'our. people.I ..remember too
they carl-iectgreatsacksa!ong withtlwrn~whithI1otlong .aJle1' 1·h'I<I.··
anopportullit y ·offatally seeing applied to. that lrifam()us purpose. ..' .
...•.Ourl~uidis uncoinmonly.richaiid.Iruitful, and.produces all kindsof

vt:i£!etablesin gi'eat abundauce.Wehave plellty of Indian corn, and'
. '. ." . ...". . . . . . . - "', " .
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:;:~:~::.:<~:::r··~~:~~l1gS;.•bY·:~;"iVing.S;id:~iI:o'th6i!"()\11ld,··Whkh·
are so ;,;harp ,it one •end as to pkrCt~.the foot, andare.~el1el"ally diptin ..
pOiB<ln:. Fron1 \vhatl. Call recollect of.these. batt1es,··.th(->.ya{)pear LO.·hlfilG·
lw(m irrupti(H1$ .•of (Hie little. stateqr district on the. ()ther, (0 0 blain
pri!>oo.('r's' or.bootY;·Perhaps they were incitedtothishytbosetl'aders ....
who bn)ught .theEtll"opean goods .lmentionedall1oIlgst·US, Such a..
·lyw(i(jof.llbl.ili.lling:sla\res' iri.·Africa is; common; .andlbeHeVE' more are
procured.thiswayand by kidnaping, th;,mail}'othcl\li;Whcna. trader ...

·\~hilltsslaves! he applies to a ch1ef:f()J~ them, Hlldtel11ptshiril with his
wares.It is lwtext\',1orclinary, if ou this o(x'iskmh(~)Heids t() the temp-
tHtiohwith~l~ little fil'Jrine~s,mld accepts the ptice()thisf(~Hbwcn~a:.·
lures'liberty with. <1$ llttle reluctance. as theenlig:htenecirnerchanl.
Accordingly •.hq.fnllsonhiS·Jldghbottts,and. a desperate battle ensues.

prevails ..andtal{~()s•.prison61;s, he gratlfieshisallarice· by selllng
tlleln;.· but,··..ifbispal"tyJ)evanqtd.~hcd,. and-he falls. into -.the.hands of the
cne.tny,he .•is Illltt<> death:. ror,: ash.e .hasJx~en·knqwn tofomenttbelt
quar[ejs;.itisthQu,qhrdang'ct'oLtsto •.let. bitnsurvive:flndno 'ransom
can savehinl,<thoi(~h all other pt'isoiler$lllay b(:'n:.deenled,We· have .

. JJn~+\rnls,.··b(iw~audarrows..broad t\:Vo~cc1gedswordsand jiwe1ins;.w('
have shields also wh ich cover [I Utart fromhead to foot All.are taught .•
tlwi.hiP otthesc.weapons: even our WOl1Wll. arc.warriors; arid march
b(jldly,.out.tonghr.a!(irig~vitbthem{+n. Onrwl101t:.·district isakind of .
milltla:on acertain Si.tP1iilglv(:1l, sltch,isth{; fjrirtgqfa gun at night,
they all rise in arms and.rlt~h upon: theirenemy,It is perhaps some- ..
thitlgrenlarkable, that: wli en•.nul'. pe()pl~\mHFchto the field ...a red flag

b~lIm(~risbon1Q•.beJol'cthen\ ..l w::isottcea.witlless to.a battle in our
common We.lmd ·beell all. ilt •.work··in. it. one day: astlsuaLwhetlOtlr
p(~()pk,were SUddenly a1tai.:kecLJdiinbed~rtreeatsom,e distance, ..
fromwh1chlbdldd thefight./I11erewen>manY~vomen.as well as ...•.
menon .both sid(1$:am()ng .•other~mynl0therwasthere,.andarn1e{1·.·.
with. a broad sword. After fight ing fOt~<1corlsiderabletinlewith zreat: .

.fury, .andalter n1hhyhHdbeen .·kiiledour penple obtained the ·.vic·tOl;y;
Hml took-their: enemy's Chief prisoner, He WfIS·. carried off .in.greatth-
urnph,.aud, .•though·· he· offered··" larger!Ulsom.foI'· his ..1ife,·.hewas·.put
l\)Ch;iatll.Avirgin (ifrwte among-our enemies had been slain inthe.
battlq;alld. her: arnrwas.'exposed in our market-place, wllere·.ourtro··
phies\wrf.~. always exhibited..'rhe .spoils were-divided ..tlccording to·.the
rucdtofthe\'varriors.>Tbose pris()nel~swhiehwerenot sold ol~re-··

'~"'-'
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'other, Jndeed.this.isthe opinlonofDr, Gil],who,inhlscci111mentary:on
Gene~is,veryably deduces the pedigree· ••oftheAfricans·frorn Afer and
Afra, the. descendants ofAbrahal11 by Keturah his. wife and. concubine
·(forboth. tI1esetilJesare·appliedtoher): ..Iti$:ah4(Ycotltorinal)leto the

· sentirneIlt;JofI)r. Joh!lClarke,.form('rly ..Deal1QfS~u'umjin·.his'Fruth.of
rheChristien: Re1igion:boHlthese :·<luthot'$.·c()ncui' in Hscribing to·•..us

·thisorigimd."" The reasonings of th csc ~ci1tlem{~nHrestm!urthcr con-
11nnedhy thescripture. cl1r011ology;ami irany.· (tirlherC(irroboration
were. required, thisfese1l1b1i:nice in. so lnfillyt'CflpcctSIS <lstrQng0vi-

·dence insttI)portoi" the oplniDn~ I.Ikc. the Israelites. intheir I}rinlitive
.. '. sliftei()(U'g(,)Venlmentwllsconductt~d. by 'our'chiefsor' judge~. ()til:wb;e .

·nlenand.elders; '.andthe.·.hea(l ..·hr.a.··familY~vith··I.lS(>llj()y(~dasimi1ar··
authority •.ov(:jr.his.'.househol d with.'.thatwh ich: is ascribed t()Abrahaul
andth e 'otller patriarchs, Tile .lawof retaliat.ion·.obtailwd.al1!l()stuniv(·r-
sally with us as·-.with. then1:iatld·.everi their '.religk)!r appe<lrQclto .•Ilaye
shed •.uj)on.(Js·.a.ray.of.itsglory,.th()ngh· ..brokenand ..srjctit.jn·.ltsp<lssage,
OJ'· edii)sed.by the cloud •.·with.whichtirne,· traclitiorl,>ar\(Ijgl1qrtlnc~
migh t' ha~ec:mvel()pedJb.·f(JFWC.llad .ourdrGUiJlcisi()Il(atl,(let·.·b~Heve.
pCCUli;;ll' to that peopJe)':,ve>had' atso6~lf~iICrilNe$iuidJjtlhlt.qf:fcril1.Q's,·· ..·:;~t~t~~z~~~~~J§m.~:H~i;~~'I~1~~!I:lffrl~~t~~.
which has. engaged. tllcP(>rls·.oInltillofboth genius and.lcm·liing,<111d

.. '.is' far •above tny strength. 'I'h« rtl()stab leal)dRev(~n.i~nd'.Ml" :[. Clark-
·son; however, •.in.his .1nudt.ndnlh'ed ..·..Essay·oll •.the Slavery and.··.Col1l"
merce ottlte.Human Specie:<~rhasascertained the cause, in amanner
that at.once.solves eVBI'y (ibjection on thataccount; <lnd/(io my mind

'.at least, •has prodtlCed thcfuWist conviction. Lshal] thcl'efore refer to
that pc rform ance for the theoryp c:imfclitIng tTIyBclf. WIth exlractlnga .

·.••••••·.·.·~"'I.)I;,·..John·.·(;ilI .•(lGD?-1!'71),'· il.·llal)li~ldiVil)e..·PllbljShe(t···hismul: ivolume .E>(Jllsifioll '.0/
Ihe [!d!y scrtptu/'C$ In 176G,John Clarke':; Tm(h iilthr!. Christia»; Rliligf(!n.iuSfifiook~

". (711). iRa lmllslatiOIlof Hugo Grolill~'$ (lb8:.~:'1645).DeVerit([tlls.··J?(di.i;i()nl~'i Chrisilano«
.(W:~7)~Sarurn is Salisbury, England, ............................................< ........•.. ..•.... i

.·"ThomasClarkson,. Essay Oil/he SIiI1I(!IY cmd. C01l1111&;'C4 oll/Ii? Ihltl/ilji Sj!c(;i«s, Par-
lieu/ar!;I' tne African (London, 1786), Clarkson (17GO-Ul·lG)wrot(~ thi" e~isliv.loran aea:
de\11kcQlripetiliooinCnll1bddgein 178ti.1Hs. iJss<lY dpcuii:lel.iUng. the .ll(rrrol'so{ the

.. 'BlaVt~ trade won-the. contest nod lJecitmootl(:(if the t'ol!l1dat16hso[ th6 1111li(.)I.ivcry movc-.: .'
'menLClarli,;(m})ccflille<l liff'lom~ilbolitiOlli~t;bis brother John: au (Jflker in.the Roval

· NiIVY, wasa founder' {)f t.he Sierri~L601'li:C(i!ony, ..... .'. . . . .... . . '. . '"" •
. ' Y.:Pl1/<ti 178to 21G. [EqtliailO'$ nore.l .' .'
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